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On August 6, 1945, near the end of World War II, an atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima
from an altitude of 9,600 meters. It exploded 43 seconds later, 580 meters above the center of
the city, and caused devastating destruction. Tens of thousands died immediately in the blast.
62.9 percent of all homes were destroyed or burned, with less than 10 percent remaining intact.
By November, the death toll had reached 140,000.

A number of objects miraculously survived the blast and remained scattered throughout the
city—buildings, bridges, trees, statues. In 1979, more than thirty years later, | photographed
these sites under the title Hiroshima Monument.

Since then, | have continued to photograph them from the same perspective and distance
approximately every ten years. | did this to observe how the objects had changed—or had been
changed—and to document the shifts in their surroundings. | also believed it might be possible
to reveal the transformation of Hiroshima's history through this process.

| have now documented the changing Hiroshima Monument over a period of more than 45
years, from 1979 to 2025. In commemoration of the 80th year since the atomic bombing, the
photography book Hiroshima Monument (Fugensha,2025), which brings together all four
photographic records made during this time, has been published. This series of works has been
showcased in an exhibition here for the first time.



